Selected Jewish Texts Relevant to the D°¥12 N0 Sy NMMpn
Problem of Trafficking in Women "M 12 NV*DIANX LY P

Naomi Graetz, Ben Gurion University 2212
of the Negev
I. R. Abbahu said on R. Hanina's authority: Better _L.x"v n 97 enTp noon 521 minbn
had a man secretly transgress than publicly DTXY 1Y N1 X210 "21 DI 1NAX "0 X
profane God's name... R. Il'ai the Elder said: If a DY 0¥ 55N Y1 N0 MMy VY
man sees that his [evil] desire is conquering him, DTX DX DX $PTN "KYOX 11 0K ....X°DNN92
let him go to a place where he is unknown, don LMK TN PR Dpnb 190,19V 12aNn 18w

black and cover himself with black, and do as his 125 1D NPYM DN N0ONM DY W™

heart desires, but let him not publicly profane X*0NI92 DY Dw SSN° bR ,yon.

God's name.(B. Kiddushin 40a , but see also B.
Hagiga 16a)
I1. There was a famine in the land, and Abram went II. 2> p1o n'wxa

down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was (> ow " nnmMkn 0hak TM yaxa avn o (°
severe in the land. As he was about to enter Egypt, X129 2PN WRD M (X7)IyIXA YN T

he said to his wife Sarai, “I know what a beautiful "3 VT X1 NN MWK I 5K DKM AnTMEn
woman you are. If the Egyptians see you, and think, ANX X 13 1M (20):NK RN N9 NWR

She is his wife,” they will kill me and let you live. ANXY TIX 131M NINT MWK 1K1 080N

72y " 20™ vnb NX NNX X1 K (0):ne
19922 w91 NN

(AP ¥ 1Y "M nMaya 2°o°n Dhar (v
D921 NINX1 NNSK D TAV1 DNt

Please say that you are my sister, that it may go well
with me because of you, and that I may remain
alive thanks to you. ... And because of her, it went
well with Abram; he acquired sheep, oxen, asses,
male and female slaves, she-asses, and camels (Gen.

12:10-16).
m 7When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she IILx> 515 MmN

. XD P10 Mnw
shall not be freed as male slaves are. 81f she proves

to be displeasing to her master, who designated her NXYD RYN KD NAKD N2 NK WK 100 " (7

for himself, he must let her be redeemed; he shall DYTayN:

not have the right to sell her to outsiders, since he (N 15 <X9> wx MR ya va ox (D
broke faith with her. °And if he designated her for his N2 17222 NNONY Swn? X5 "MD1 DYY NTON:

son, he shall deal with her as is the practice with free (MY nwyr Nnan vownd N1TY™ M5 DX (U
maidens. '°If he marries another, he must not withhold ~ (y1a* XY AN NMDD NI 1Y NP* NANK DX (°:
from this one her food, her clothing, or her conjugal (1'% DN XYM NS Ny X5 NOX wHw ox (X0

rights. ! 'If he fails her in these three ways, she shall go qo>:
free, without payment.

IV. 2) The king’s servants who attended him said, “Let IV 2 p19 QJNOX

beautiful young virgins be sought out for Your Majesty. 3) (720% 1wp2? 1P"NIYN 2R0 "Y1 1Rk (2
Let Your Majesty appoint officers in every province of  Tp9M (2):ANI0 NIV NIDINA NIV

your realm to assemble all the beautiful young virgins at 1¥2PM IN12YA NINTA Y22 0RO 9NN
the fortress Shushan. . . .4) And let the maiden who pleases]l-__mw 5X NXIN N0 NYINA NIY1 YD NX
Your Majesty be queen instead of Vashti.”. . . .8) When the]")pn 15700 "'ya 20N WK NYI (T)...
king’s order and edict was proclaimed, and when many 1500 127 ynwna *nM (M) ... N1 NN
N7"AN 1 DX N2 1YL yapna inm
L... 0200 M2 SX MNOX NPYNI A0 T HX
72A0 YX X129 Ny Nyl N yhand ()
DY D'WIN NTD N2 NN YRpR wimwnx

girls were assembled in the fortress Shushan under the
supervision of Hegai, Esther too was taken into the king’s
palace. . .. 12) When each girl’s turn came to go to King
Ahasuerus at the end of the twelve months’ treatment
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prescribed for women. . .. 14) She would go in the evening1p221 NX2 XN 20ya (T°) ...wTH Wy
and leave in the morning for a second harem in charge of TAWYW T DX "1 D°WIN N2 DX N2 XN
Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, guardian of the concubines. Tiy Xian x% D 22°9N Y 12AN 0D
She would not go again to the king unless the king wanted NXIP 12NN N2 YON DX "D 12NN X
her, when she would be summoned by name. 15) When the ANOX NN ...ANDX 1N VAN (10):02

turn came for Esther. . . . [she] won the admiration of all

who saw her (Esther 2:1-15).
V. Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, “Daughter, I
must seek a home you, where you may be happy. Now

there is our kinsman Boaz, whose girls you were close to.

He will be winnowing barley on the for threshing floor

NN YD "1ya N DRI

Vapiam

(wpax x50 N2 nNinn "My N2 nxrn (X
VA KON NNV (2):]2 20 WK NN )2
NI XN NIN TNINYI DR NN WK INY TN

tonight. So bathe, anoint yourself, dress up, and go down toy~p1 YN ()):nb*“-)n DMV 1A DX
the threshing floor. But do not disclose yourself to the man .<‘.n'n.‘1'> ']‘.'73’ Tn5m’y <jn5nw$ nh N

until he has finished eating and drinking. When he lies

down, note the place where he lies down, and go over and

uncover his feet and lie down.”....“How is it with you,

daughter?” She told her all that the man had done for her;
and she added, “He gave me these six measures of barley,

saying to me, ‘Do not go back to your mother-in-law

empty-handed.” And Naomi said, “Stay here, daughter, till
you learn how the matter turns out. For the man will not
rest, but will settle the matter today” (Ruth 3:1-4;16-18).

VL. If your kinsman under you continues in straits
and must give himself over to you, do not subject
him to the treatment of a slave. He shall remain
with you as a hired or bound laborer; he shall serve
with you only until the jubilee year. Then he and his
children with him shall be free of your authority; he
shall go back to his family and return to his ancestral
holding.— For they are My servants, whom I freed
from the land of Egypt; they may not give themselves
over into servitude.— You shall not rule over him
ruthlessly; you shall fear your God (Lev. 25: 39-43).
VII. Such male and female slaves as you may
have—it is from the nations round about you that
you may acquire male and female slaves. You may
also buy them from among the children of foreigners'
resident among you, or from their families that are
among you, whom they begot in your land. These
shall become your property; you may keep them
as a possession for your children after you, for
them to inherit as property for all time. Such you
may treat as slaves “But as for your Israelite
kinsmen, no one shall rule ruthlessly over the
other” (Lev. 25: 44-46).

DOX? IN%D TY WKL VTN YX 1030 NTM
DiPAN NX NYT 120w2 0™ (T):NiNwN
N3N N"H21 NXQ1 DY 2027 WX

WX NX 2 T2 X101 N2OR) <°"N1deN

N KRN ANINN 5X X1aM (TV) ....wyn
N2 NWY WK Y2 NX 1Y TaM "NA NX

"2 101 NPXN DMYWD WY RN (1)K
DX Dp™ KIAN OX 9K < NX D

VN WK TY "NA MY KM (N°): NN
N2 DX D WKN LPY? XY 1D 12T 59N N
DD QT N:

_VI n2 p1o xpm

(2 Tayn X% 7Y 0NN Jny 'Rk e o1 (VS
Ny Ty ny NN 2wInd 1D (n):Tay nTay
ny 1M1 XN nyn k8 (xn):qny 1ayr ban
21" 1"NIAX NTNXR X1 NN YX 2.

(DM¥Nn yaIxN DNX "NRYIN WX DN 2Ty D (An
Tay N1oAN 110N° XY

(7PnYxn NxM 19212 AN &S (An:

_VII. po po xpm

(Awx DN Nxn 7Y MR R K1 T2 (n
NN T2y 1PN DNN 0>'N2M10:

(mpn pnn Dony D™Man D*awnnNn "2an oa (nn
"N DD¥IN 1IN WK DONY WX DNNOWNM
DO"INX 0D2Y DNk bnYNaINM (IN):NthxY DoY
X" M2 0D°NXA1 1TAYN DN 0YYY NTNXK NRAY
D 1719212 NTIN XD 1PNRA AN
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VIIL "Do not degrade your daughter and make _VIII.uo 2109 0 p1o XpM
her a harlot, lest the land fall into harlotry and the XYM YIRN NI X9 NN N2 NK YHNn Yx
land be filled with depravity" (Lev. 19:29). nnt yIxN:

IX. "Whoever hands his unmarried daughter (to a man) not _IX. 1 p19 ,0°v1Tp NW1D X190

for the purposes of matrimony," as well as the woman who (D°wa1 Sy X2 \iw NN MK Apy° 12 kM (0
delivers herself not for the purposes of matrimony, could nY2°p XN X2 0NN ATR YY VT 1K1 120
lead to the whole world being filled with mamzerim AW NY2p DN QPR NYT® X1 N20N DARND
since "from his consorting with many women and not 1925 w1 X0 K¥N1 1125 ANWAT A N5 Xwn
knowing with whom, or if she has had intercourse with

DN 0DYYn NX XN X¥N1 1ININKS 11
many men and does not know with whom—he could marry, . o

‘ ‘ . N NNT NNY:

his own daughter, or marry her to his son”. (Mamzer; Sifra,

Kedoshim 7, 5)

X . The redemption of prisoners has a higher priority than _X 23 0 p19 p™v nnn N1o%n 0"an
supporting the poor and there is no greater mitzvah than 45 %1 ,3mM02% 0™y NO1N9Y DTP D™MAY NTO
that, for the prisoner is among the poor, thirsty and naked 5553 x10 "0 Mawnw D™Maw 199 NN1TA MR
and in a 1ife-threatening Situation. Those who turn a blind ’]-nwg] N1D02 TNV DN1NYNI DYXNNM D2AYN
eye from redemption violate a multitude of laws....thus YNXN X5 Y 121y NF N 1MTON Ty ohbynm

there is no greater mitzvah than the redemption of 0T bV TINYN X9 5Y1 7T DK YI9PN K91 1239 NN

NN NM¥N 5001 ,7°1°YH 1192 1T XY YY1 N
NANXY Ny °NX "M MM 1% )T DX NN9N
02T NN NINY D°"MPY S¥M ,Nd WYY

D ™2 MTOD N2 NMINA Y 'R 19K0.

prisoners. (Rambam Hilchot Matnot Aniyim 8:10)

XI. “Whoever steals a human soul transgresses a _XI. x:_u p19 na"a Middbn p"amn

negative commandment, as it is said (Ex. 20:13), ‘Do X5 " nwyn X521 11y Sxwn o1 211an Yo
not steal.” This verse which is said in the ‘Ten Words’ XN 027N NPV MNKN AT P109 ;111N

is a warning to the one [who would] steal living AWYN X921 121y MDA 121 ,MPO1 215 NNNTR
souls.” (Mishneh Torah (Hilkhot Geneivah 9:1). Sy TP P'R1,TAY NoNRN 17on° K YHoa Ny

NN NINTRY NN IRD XN M1910 19X IR "
NN N WD ANA AR R8N D W T nm

PIna.
XII. Rab and R. Hanina, R. Johanan and R. _XII.N) -2 v 1 naw noon *v11 Tinbn
Habiba taught... All who can protest against N i!

[something wrong that] one of their family [is M Y3 ....11NN ¥2™2N 2711 ]IN" *271 XN "2 AN

doing] and does not protest, is held 5y DOM - NN X1 N2 WIRD NINNY 1WOXRY
522,17y "WaX by DDA - 1Y WARA NN IR
21 nx %0 Db 53 by 0ona - 1910 DYIvN

"D .XNY%Y "91D0 HY 109N KM M AT NN IRDD

N 210 yw 4+ 2NDT RN IXIIN "0 KT XN

accountable for their family.[All who can
protest against something wrong that] a citizen
of their city [is doing and does not protest], is
held accountable for all citizens of the

city.[All who can protest against something - INUN D DX 1M1 NY 19T DY K2 UOWNA

wrong that is being done] in the whole world, INPA KSW DMDT DY RN ,XOX PARON AN DMpT

is accountable together with all citizens of the
world. R. Papa observed, And the household

members of the Head of the Diaspora are

oM.

accountable for the whole world. As R.
Hanina said it is written “The Lord will enter

into judgment with the elders of his people,
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and the princes thereof” (Is. 3). How did the
elders sin? Because the elders because do not
protest against the princes. (B Shabbat
54b-55a)
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