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Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Preamble 

“Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable 

rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice 

and peace in the world” 

 

Pirkei Avot 3:14: 

Beloved is all humankind for they were made b'tzelem Elohim (in the image of 

God). Doubly beloved are they, for they were told that they were made in the 

image of God.  As it says: "In the image of God was humankind made." 

(Genesis 9:6) 
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Barukh atah ADONAI, our God, ruler of time and space, who fashioned the first human being 

in the divine image and endowed every descendant with human rights—for one who 

disgraces another person brings disgrace to the likeness of God.  Barukh atah ADONAI, 

creator of humanity and human rights. 

 

Our God and God of our ancestors, do we not all share one parent? Did not one God create 

us all? And you have bestowed your dignity upon flesh and blood! It is well-known and 

obvious in Your sight that whoever can protest against wrongdoing in this world and does 

not protest is held accountable for what happens in the world. May it be Your will, 

therefore, that we act to protect human rights and human dignity.  Help us to perceive the 

Divine Presence in every one of your creations, so that we may find favor and good will in 

the eyes of God and one another.  
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