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Masechet Zechuyot Ha'Adam:
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Full Text)
with Jewish Sources

Preamble
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human
family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Genesis 1:27-28
God created the human in God's image. In the image of God, God created him, male and female he created them.
And God blessed them.
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Mishnah, Pirkei Avot 3:14

Beloved is all humankind for they were made b'tzelem Elohim (in the image of God). Doubly beloved are they, for
they were told that they were made in the image of God. As it says: "In the image of God was humankind made."
(Genesis 9:6)
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Meiri, Bet Habehirah, Brachot 19b

Kvod ha-briot [human dignity] is very highly prized; there is no principle that is more highly prized. The rabbis laid
down a cardinal rule: great is human dignity, which overrides any negative, rabbinic commandment, permitting its
violation even by an active measure...The Torah [moreover] widens [the applicability of] the [overriding] principle of
kvod ha-briot even to commandments written in the Torah, for example, in cases of shev ve’al taaseh [nullification
by abstention from action]. [Translated by Rabbis for Human Rights]
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Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the
conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief
and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,



Isaiah 58:6-9

This is the fast that | desire: to unlock fetters of wickedness, and untie the cords of the yoke. To let the oppressed go
free; to break off every yoke. It is to share your bread with the hungry, and to take the wretched poor into your
homes; When you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to ignore your own kin. Then shall your light burst through
like the dawn and your healing shall spring up quickly; Your Vindicator shall march before you, the presence of God
shall be your rear guard. Then, when you call, God will answer. When you cry, God will say, "Here | am."

©-1 113 PID YW

019 N'l’?‘r ‘wmn -n:m: '731 D"(UDH 0’2131 n’mm -n:m: m-rm apig mm m:xm ns 1‘!1?1:1& b s ‘r‘r NW'?‘I
'|I'131N1 'WN WHWD 1773’ TN .a’nmn N’? -nzzz:m m’o:'n th:? ‘rNﬁﬂ ko) n’: x’:n z:’-m?: z:”m 173?1'7 :!:71’7
-n:m: 1311‘173 1’03‘1 oX *337 WDN"I :mvn 7::7’ 717’1 Nﬂ?h TN '|DDN’ 717’ 7133 1773 '|’JD'7 '|'7‘l'l rmxn -m-m
{TIX 12T 238 N2

Deuteronomy 4:9

But take utmost care and watch yourselves scrupulously, so that you do not forget the things that you saw with your
own eyes and so that they do not fade from your mind as long as you live. And make them known to your children
and to your children's children.
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Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny
and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,

Tanchuma Nitzavim 5
“The heads of your tribes, your elders, and your officers” (Deuteronomy 29:9). Even though | appointed over you
heads, elders, and officers, all of you are equal before Me, for the verse concludes, “All are the people of Israel.”

7 712°0 D°2X°1 DWAD (7292) RDITIN WA
5 RIw 107 v 05912 ,07 I Q%7 D°UDIWI D°WRI 097 *N°INW B”YKR (B VD 0°137) 02°VAW DIWKRA
.(/V”2 0127/ OW) HPRIW> WOR

Psalms 118:19-20

Open the gates of justice for me that | may enter them and praise God. This is the gateway to God -- the just shall
enter through it.
[AJWS translation]
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Whereas it is essential to promote the development of friendly relations between nations

Isaiah 2:4

Thus God will judge among the nations and arbitrate for the many peoples. And they shall beat their swords into
plowshares and their swords into pruning hooks. Nation shall not take up sword against nation; They shall never
again know war.
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Whereas the peoples of the United Nations have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in fundamental human rights,
in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women and have determined to
promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Elie Wiesel, The Nazi Doctors and the Nuremberg Code

We must not see any person as an abstraction. Instead, we must see in every person a universe with its own
secrets, with its own treasures, with its own sources of anguish, and with some measure of triumph.

Whereas Member States have pledged themselves to achieve, in cooperation with the United Nations, the
promotion of universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Shabbat 31A

On another occasion it happened that a certain non-Jew came before Shammai and said to him, “I will convert to
Judaism, on condition that you teach me the whole Torah while | stand on one foot.” Shammai chased him away with
the builder's tool that was in his hand. He came before Hillel and said to him, "Convert me." Hillel said to him, “What
is hateful to you, do not to your neighbor: that is the whole Torah; the rest is commentary; go and learn it.”
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Whereas a common understanding of these rights and freedoms is of the greatest importance for the full realization
of this pledge,

Malachi 2:10
Have we not all one Parent? Has not one God created us? Why should we be faithless to each other, profaning the
covenant of our ancestors?
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Now, therefore, The General Assembly,

Proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all
nations, to the end that every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall
strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures,
national and international, to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, both among the
peoples of Member States themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 68a

R. Joshua b. Levi met Elijah standing by the entrance of R. Simeon b. Yohai's tomb. He asked him: “Have | a portion
in the world to come?” He replied, “If this Master desires it.” R. Joshua b. Levi said, “| saw two, but heard the voice of
a third.” He then asked him, “When will the Messiah come?” “Go and ask him himself,” was his reply. “Where is he
sitting?” “At the entrance.” “And by what sign may | recognize him?” “He is sitting among the poor lepers: all of them



untie [them] all at once, and re-bandage them together, whereas he unties and re-bandages each separately,
[before treating the next], thinking, should | be wanted, [it being time for my appearance as the Messiah] | must not
be delayed [through having to bandage a number of sores].” So he went to him and greeted him, saying, “Peace
upon you Master and Teacher.” “Peace upon you, O son of Levi,” he replied. “When will you come, Master?” he
asked. “Today,” was his answer. On his returning to Elijah, the latter inquired, “What did he say to you?” “Peace
upon you, O son of Levi,” he answered. Thereupon he (Elijah) observed, “He thereby assured you and your father of
(a portion in) the world to come.” “He spoke falsely to me,” he rejoined, “stating that he would come today, but has
not.” He (Elijah) answered him: “This is what he said to you. Today if you will hear his voice.”
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Article 1
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

Genesis Rabbah 24

Ben Azzai taught: "This is the line of Adam" (Genesis 5:1) is the most important concept in the Torah. Rabbi Akiva
taught: "Love your neighbor as yourself" (Leviticus 19:18) is a greater concept, so that no one should say: "Because |
have been dishonored, let my fellow person be dishonored." Rabbi Tanhuma taught, "If you do thus, know that the
person you have dishonored was created in the image of God."
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Teaching of the Ba’al Shem Tov, quoted in The Judaic Tradition p.444

The principle of equality is of major importance. This means that every one should be equal in a person’s eyes
whether that person lacks knowledge or whether he knows the whole Torah. How does one attain this attitude of
equality? It is attained by constantly clinging to God, for out of a constant concern to cling to God, one has no
time to think of other matters.

Article 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such
as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the political, jurisdictional or international status
of the country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under
any other limitation of sovereignty.



Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5

Therefore, Adam was created alone, to teach us that anyone who wastes one life in this world, the Torah treats them
as though they had wasted a full world, and anyone who saves a life, the Torah treats them as though they had
saved an entire world. And also for peace among creation, so that no person could say to another, "My ancestor was
greater than yours," and to demonstrate God's greatness. When a person stamps coins, how many coins does he
make from one mold and yet all are alike. And God stamps every person with the mold of the first person, and none
are alike! Therefore, everyone is required to say, "For my sake the world was created."
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Tosephta Sanhedrin 8:4
Adam was created alone. And why was he created alone in this world? So that the righteous could not say, "We are
the children of someone righteous," and so the wicked could not say, "We are the children on someone wicked."
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Article 3
Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

Leviticus 19:33-34

When strangers sojourn with you in your land, you shall not do them wrong. The strangers who sojourn with you shall
be to you as the natives among you, and you shall love them as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt"
(Leviticus 19:33-34)
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Article 4
No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.

Deuteronomy 23:16-17
You shall not turn over to his master a slave who seeks refuge with you from his master. He shall live with you in any
place he may choose among the settlements in your midst, wherever he pleases; you must not ill-treat him.
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Rambam, Hilchot Avadim 9:8

It is appropriate for a person who is merciful and pursues justice, to not make their slaves carry a heavy yoke, nor
cause them distress. One should allow them to partake of all food and drink one serves... Similarly it is forbidden to
embarrass a slave with one’s deeds or with words, for the Torah prescribed that they perform a service

and not that they be humiliated. Nor should one shout or vent anger upon them. Instead, one should speak to them
gently and listen to their claims.
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Article 5
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Mishna, Pirkei Avot 2:10
Rabbi Eliezer said, "Other people’s dignity should be as precious to you as your own."
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Babylonian Talmud, Brachot 19b
Come and learn: Human dignity is so important that it supersedes even a biblical prohibition.
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Babylonian Talmud, Baba Metzia 58b
One who embarrasses another in public, it is as if he shed his blood.
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Article 6
Everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Deuteronomy 16:18-20

You shall appoint magistrates and officials for all your tribes, in all settlements that Adonai your God is giving you
and they shall govern the people with due justice. You shall not judge unfairly: you shall show no partiality; you shall
not take bribes, for bribes blind the eyes of the discerning and upset the plea of the just. Justice, justice shall you
pursue, that you may thrive and occupy the land that Adonai your God is giving you.



J—1° 7L P 0°727
LEYR TYN K7 :(pTY LEWH DY NX WBYY THIW? 7 101 PR P WX TWY 723 77 10N 001 o°0pw

NR PYI TR 19RY NI PR PIY [0P7TS MI9T 70 DRI Y MY T °2 T npn K7 078 o0 XY

Article 7

All are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law. All are entitled
to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of this Declaration and against any incitement to such
discrimination.

Deuteronomy 1:16-17

| charged your magistrates saying, "Hear out your fellow person, and decide justly between any person and a fellow
Israelite or stranger. You shall not be partial in judgment: hear out high and low alike. Fear no person, for judgment
is God's.
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Exodus 12:49
There shall be law for the citizen and for the stranger who dwells among you.
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Article 8
Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts violating the fundamental
rights granted him by the constitution or by law.

Pirkei Avot 1: 8

Judah ben Tabbai said: Do not make yourself like those that present before judges. When parties to a Torah suit are

standing before you they should be in your eyes as wicked men, but when they have departed from they should be in
your eyes as innocent, if they have accepted the verdict.
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Psalms 94:15
Judgment shall again accord with justice and all the upright shall rally to it.
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Article 9
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.

Psalms 146:7-9

Who secures justice for those who are wronged, gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisoners free; The LORD
restores sight to the blind; the LORD makes those who are bent stand straight; the LORD loves the righteous; The
LORD watches over the stranger; He gives courage to the orphan
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Baba Batra 8b

Raba asked Raba b. Mari: Whence is derived the maxim of the Rabbis that pidyon shevuyim (redemption of captives)
is a religious duty of great importance? He replied: from the verse (Jer.15:2) "And it shall come to pass when they
say unto thee, Whither shall we go forth, then thou shalt tell them, Thus saith the Lord, Such as are for death, to
death, and such as are for the sword, to the sword, and such as are for famine, to the famine, and such as are for
captivity, to captivity": and (commenting on this) R. Johanan said: Each punishment mentioned in this verse is more
severe than the one before. The sword is worse than death;... famine again is harder than the sword;... Captivity is
harder than all, because it includes the sufferings of all.
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Article 10

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a fair and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the
determination of his rights and obligations and of any criminal charge against him.

Rambam, Hilchot Sanhedrin 24:10

Whatever [the judge] does should be for the sake of Heaven, and human dignity should not be light in his eyes, since
it overrides a Rabbinic prohibition. This applies with even greater force to the honor of the children of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, who adhere to the true Law. He should be careful not to do anything to injure their dignity. His sole
concern should be to enhance the glory of God, for whoever dishonors the Torah is himself dishonored by men, and
whoever honors the Torah is himself honored by men.
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Article 11

1. Everyone charged with a penal offence has the right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law
in a public trial at which he has had all the guarantees necessary for his defence.

2. No one shall be held guilty of any penal offence on account of any act or omission which did not

constitute a penal offence, under national or international law, at the time when it was committed. Nor shall a

heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was applicable at the time the penal offence was committed.

Leviticus 19:15
You shall commit no injustice in judgment; you shall not favour a poor person or respect a great person; you shall
judge your fellow with righteousness.
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Pirkei Avot 1:6
Yehoshua Ben Perachyah used to say: Get yourself a teacher, acquire a companion, and give everyone the benefit
of the doubt.
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Article 12

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks
upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or
attacks.

Leviticus 19: 17-18
You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kinsman, but incur no guilt because of him. You shall not
take vengeance or bear a grudge against your countrymen. Love your fellow as yourself: | am the Eternal."

=1 :0° PID KIP”
RTRY TRY *33 DY TN K71 0PN K7 :RVD 17V RPN K9 9070y DR W0 0207 73372 TIK DY RIwD K9
P17 I T2 Y77

Article 13
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders of each State.
2. Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country.



Yalkut Shimoni, Genesis 1:13

God gathered the dust [of the first human] from the four corners of the world - red, black, white and green. Red is
the blood, black is the innards and green for the body. Why from the four corners of the earth? So that if one comes
from the east to the west and arrives at the end of his life as he neared departing from the world, it will not be said
to him, "This land is not the dust of your body, it's of mine. Go back to where you were created." Rather, every place
that a person walks, from there he was created and from there he will return."
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Article 14

1. Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-political crimes or from acts
contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations.

Deuteronomy 23: 16-17
You shall not return a slave to their master that has escaped to you from their master. They shall dwell with you in
your midst, in the place which they shall choose within one of your gates, where it is good for them; you shall not
wrong them.
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‘The New Colossus’, Emma Lazarus, 1889

“Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she, / With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, / Your huddled
masses yearning to breathe free, / The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the homeless,
tempesttost to me, / | lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

Article 15
Everyone has the right to a nationality. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to
change his nationality.

Genesis 12:1-3

God said to Abram: “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house to the land that | will show you. | will
make of you a great nation and | will bless you; | will make your name great and you shall be a blessing. | will bless
those who bless you and curse him that curses you; and all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you.”
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Article 16
1. Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and
to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.
2. Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses.
3. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the
State.



Genesis 2:24
Hence a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, so that they become one.
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Rambam, Laws of Marital Relations 3:19

Even though a father has permission [from the Torah] to betrothe his daughter while she is a minor to anyone that
he wants, it is not right for him to do this. Rather, the sages have commanded that a man should not betrothe his
daughter while she is a minor. Rather, she must become an adult and say, “To so-and-so | wish to be married.”
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Article 17
1. Everyone has the right to own property alone as well as in association with others.
2. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.

Numbers 27:6-11

And God said to Moses, "The plea of Zelophehad's daughters is just: you should give them a hereditary holding
among their father's kinsmen; transfer their father's share to them. Further, speak to the Israelite people as follows:
'If a man dies without leaving a son, you shall transfer his property to his daughter. If he has no daughter, you shall
assign his property to his brothers. If he has no brothers, you shall assign his property to his father's brothers. If his
father had no brothers, you shall assign his property to his nearest relative in his own clan, and he shall inherit it.'
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Sifre Bamidbar 133

"And the daughters of Zelophehad drew near" - When the daughters of Zelophehad heard that the land of Israel was
being divided among the tribes with portions given to the males but not the females, they gathered together to seek
counsel. They said, “The mercies of God are not like the mercies of people. People have more concern for males
than females. But the One who said and brought forth the world is not like this. Rather, God’s concern is for both
males and for females. God’s concern is for all, as it is said, “God gives sustenance to all flesh” and "who gives
beasts their food" and "God is good to all and God's mercy is upon all His works.
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Article 18

Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his
religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.

Yalkut Shemoni, Lekh Lekha 76
God said to Moses: Is there anyone whom | do not respect? Whether it be Israelite or Gentile, man or woman, slave
or handmaid, whoever does a good deed, shall find the reward at its side.
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Article 19
Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without
interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

Moses Ibn Ezra, Shirat Yisrael 12¢
When a person refrains from speech, the ideas die, the soul stops, and the senses deteriorate.

Article 20
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.
2. No one may be compelled to belong to an association.

Deuteronomy 29:9-11, 13-14

You stand this day, all of you, before Adonai your God--your tribal heads, your elders and your officials, all the men of
Israel, your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from woodchopper to water drawer-to enter
into the covenant of Adonai your God, which Adonai your God is concluding with you this day...I| make this covenant,
with its sanctions, not with you alone but with both those standing here with us this day before Adonai our God and
with those who are not here this day.
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Article 21
1. Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely chosen
representatives.

2. Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.

3. The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic and
genuine elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent
free voting procedures.

Talmud, B’rachot 55a
Rabbi Yitzhak taught, “A ruler is not to be appointed unless the community is first consulted.”
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Pirkei Avot 3:2
Rabbi Chanina, an assistant of the high priest said: Pray for the welfare of the government, since but for fear of it
men would swallow each other alive.
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Article 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, through national
effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality.

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 7:3

You are commanded to provide the needy with whatever they lack. If they lack clothing, you must clothe
them. If they lack household goods, you must provide them...You are commanded to fulfill all of their
needs, though not required to make them wealthy.

3 1997 T pD 0772V NIANM NI 07

AWR 12 PR OX 17 77377 102 995 19 PR OX,INIX 02051 1103 12 1R X 17 10D [1I8 10X 2V 0N 1m "5
17399 11 72¥7 01077 DY 21977 229R 71 HWw 1577 797 199D ,WORYD ANIX PROWH MWK 0T ORI, INIR PROWD
AR 719127 ,7% 90M° WX 177071 ¥7 IRIW 1IY PI1° Ta7 1HY 21579 010 17 17297 10531 T1%1 v
WYY 7R 0K 7R 137701 ovhwnb

Tur, Yoreh De'ah 247

It is a positive commandment to give tzedakah according to your capacity. And you must be very careful
regarding this mitzvah, more so than with any other positive commandment, for it is possible to wind up
shedding blood [by neglecting it], since a poor person may die if you do not give him [what he needs] right
away....You should not start thinking, “How can | possibly reduce my wealth by giving to the poor?!” Rather,
you should understand that the wealth is not yours, but rather a trust that you must use to carry out the
will of the One who has entrusted it to you. And it is the will of that Provider of that trust that you distribute
a part of it to the poor. Indeed [that which you distribute] is the best part of your wealth, as it says, "Your
tzedakah will proceed before you." (Isaiah 58:8)
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Article 23

1. Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of employment, to just and favourable conditions of work and to
protection against unemployment.

2. Everyone, without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work.



3. Everyone who works has the right to just and favourable remuneration ensuring for himself and his family an
existence worthy of human dignity, and supplemented, if necessary, by other means of social protection.
4. Everyone has the right to form and to join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

Deuteronomy 24:14-15

You shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer, whether a fellow Israelite or a stranger in one of the
communities of your land. You must pay out the wages due on the same day, before the sun sets, for the worker is
needy and urgently depends on it; else a cry to the Eternal will be issued against you and you will incur guilt

V-7 : 75 PID 027
21y 7D WAWT 12V X120 X971 10 IR0 112 1PIYWa JRIRD WK T IR PORD (1728 1Y 100 pwyn Kb
RO T2 M1 PIRY 2R 729 XIp? K21 WDI DX KW K37 191 K37

BabylonianTalmud, Baba Metzia 83a

We need [this example in the Mishnah specifying that local custom undermines an employer’s stipulation that
workers begin early and stay late] for the case in which the employer raises the workers’ wages. In the case in which
he says to them, “l raised your wages in order that you would begin work early and stay late,” they may reply, “You
raised our wages in order that we would do better work.”
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Article 24
Everyone has the right to rest and leisure, including reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays
with pay.

Deuteronomy 5; 11-15
Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as Adonai your God has commanded you. Six days shall you labor and do
work, but the seventh day is a sabbath of Adonai your God; you shall do no work--you, your son or daughter, your
male or female slave, your ox or your ass, or any of your cattle, or the stranger in your settlements, so that your male
and female slave may rest as you do. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt and Adonai your God
freed you from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore Adonai your God has commanded you
to observe the sabbath day.
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Article 25

1. Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family,
including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the
event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances
beyond his control.

2. Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of
wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection.



Zechariah 7:10
Do not defraud the widow, the orphan, the stranger, and the poor; and do not plot evil against one another.
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Babylonian Talmud Ketubot 67b

The Rabbis have taught: "For whatever they need" (Devarim 15:8) - one is commanded to provide for them, but one
is not commanded to make them rich; “all that their [former] status requires - even a horse to ride and a servant to
run before them. It is told of Hillel the Elder that he provided a poor man from a good family with a horse to ride and
a servant to run before him; once [Hillel] could not find a servant to run before [the poor man] so he ran before him
for three miles.
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Article 26

1. Everyone has the right to education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages.
Elementary education shall be compulsory. Technical and professional education shall be made generally
available and higher education shall be equally accessible to all on the basis of merit.

2. Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect

for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all

nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of

peace.

3. Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children.

Talmud Kiddusin 29a
A parent is obligated to circumcise their son redeem him, and teach their children Torah and find them a spouse and
teach them a trade. Some say: Also teach them to swim.
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Rambam, Hilchot Talmud Torah 2:1
Any city that does not have a school in it shall be cut off [all contact] until they find a teacher for the children.
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Article 27

1. Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the arts and to share in
scientific advancement and its benefits.

2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or
artistic production of which he is the author.



Pirkei Avot 6:7
Torah is greater than priesthood and royalty. Royalty is acquired through thirty virtues, priesthood through
twenty-four, and Torah is acquired through forty-eight things:...
Transmitting precisely what one has learned, quoting one’s source. From this we learn that a person who cites the
source brings deliverance to the world; as it is written: .And Esther spoke to the king, in the name of Mordecai.
(Esther 2:22)
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Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration
can be fully realized.

Psalms 85:11-14

Loving-kindness and truth met; justice and peace kissed. Truth will spring up from the earth; justice will look down
from heaven. God will also bestows good and our land will yield its produce. Justice will go before Him as He sets out
on His way.
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Article 29

1. Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the free and full development of his personality is possible.
2. Inthe exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as are determined
by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of
meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in a democratic society.

3. These rights and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the United
Nations.

Pirkei Avot 2:21
He (Rabbi Tarfon) used to say: It is not for you to complete the task, but neither are you free to stand aside from it.
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Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 54b-55a

Anyone who is able to protest against the transgressions of one's household and does not, is punished for the
actions of the members of the household; anyone who is able to protest against the transgressions of one's
townspeople and does not, is punished for the transgressions of the townspeople; anyone who is able to protest
against the transgressions of the entire world and does not is punished for the transgressions of the entire world.
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Article 30
Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any right to engage in any

activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth herein.

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 65b
Raba said: If the righteous desired it, they could be creators of worlds, as it is written, "But your iniquities have

separated between you and your God [Isaiah 59:2].
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