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Embracing Justice:
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Al HaNissim for Yom HaAtzmaut

For the miracles, for the deliverance, for the heroism, for the victories and for the
triumphs which You ensured for our ancestors in other days and in our time:

In the days when Your children were returning to their borders,

at the time when our people revived in its land as in ancient days --

the gates to the land of our ancestors were shut before those feeling the sword.

When neighboring nations sought to defeat Your people Israel,

You in Your Great Mercy stood by them in their time of trouble,

You defended them in their battles,

You vindicated them in their cause,

You gave them courage to meet their foes,

enabling them to open the gates to those seeking refuge,

and to free the land of armies from without.

You delivered the hands of the many into the hands of the few,

the destroyers into the hands of the builders,

and You brought great victories and miraculous deliverance for Your people Israel,

revealing Your Glory and Holiness to all the world.




Al Ti-ra/Do Not Be Afraid
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Don't be afraid of sudden terror,
Nor of the calamity that comes to the wicked.
"Devise your evil plots -- they will fail!

Lay out your wicked plans -- they are doomed!
God is with us!”

Even to your old age, I am the same;

When you are grey-headed, still I will sustain you!
1 have made you, and I will bear you,

T will sustain you and I will save you!

(Proverbs 3:25; Isaiah 8:10, 46..'4))
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_ The Test
Chaim Weizmann (1874-1952, First President of the State of Israel)

I am writing these words the day after an historic decision by the United Nations. With
1947 coming to a close, the Jewish People, and particularly the Zionists, face a great test.
Before another year passes, we must establish a Jewish State... the state is only the
means to an end, or in other words, the state is just a vessel that needs to be infused with
content, and it is imperative to know what the nature of that content is, The first
foundation of this content — and in my opinion the life vessel of a stable society, is
Justice; and not merely as an abstract principle, but as implemented in the judiciary and in
the legal system. It must be quick and not costly —so that every person can make use of it
—and it must be equal for all people. There must not be one set of laws for Jews and
another for Arabs. We must maintain the principle expressed in the Torah: "The same
rule shall apply to you and to the stranger who resides among you" (Numbers 16:17). In
stating this, I do not mean that there are tendencies towards inequality or discrimination.
This is only a timely warning, necessary since we will have a very large Arab minority. 1
am certain that the world will judge the Jewish State according to how it treats the Arabs,
Just as the Jewish people will be judged largely by the achievements and oversights of the
State, through which we have begin given a wonderful opportunity after thousands of
years of wandering and suffering.

- from Masa Uma'as - Life Recollections of the President of Israel,

Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, 1963, p. 446-451




PRAYER FOR THE STATE OF ISRAEL
Rabbi Arik Ascherman, Rabbis for Human Rights, Israel
May 2008/lyyar 5768

Sovereign of the Universe, accept in lovingkindness and with favor our prayers for the State of
Israel, her government and all who dwell within her boundries and under her authority. On the
60th anniversary of her founding, reopen our eyes and our hearts to the wonder of Israel and
strengthen our faith in Your power to work redemption in every human soul. Grant us also the
fortitude to keep ever before us those ideals to which Israel dedicated herself in her Declaration of
Independence, so that we may be true partners with the people of Israel in working toward her as
yet not fully fulfilled vision.

Grant those entrusted with guiding Israel's destiny the courage, wisdom and strength to do Your
Will. Guide them in the paths of peace and give them the insight to sece Your Image in every
human being. Be with those charged with Israel's safety and defend them from all harm. May
they have the strength to protect their country and the spiritual fortitude never to abuse the power
placed in their hands.

Spread Your blessings over the Land. May justice and human rights abound for all her
inhabitants. Guide them "To do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God." (Micah
6:8.), and "May justice well up like water, righteousness like a mighty stream" (4mos 5:24).
Implant tolerance and mutnal respect in every heart, and may all realize that, "We were not
brought into this world for conflict and dissension, nor for hatred, jealousy, harassment or
bloodshed. Rather, we were brought into this world in order to recognize You, may You be
blessed forever" (R. Nahman of Bratzlav). Spread over Israel and all the world Your shelter of
peace, and may the vision of Your prophet soon be fulfilled: "Nation shall not Iift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (Isaiah 2:4).

So may it be Your Will that speedily and in our day all inhabitants of the earth will say of the
State of Israel, "It is very good." (Genesis 1:31) for she will have become a blessing to the entire
world and a "Light unito the nations.” (Isaiah 42:6)
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