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Can a Jewish State be a Democratic State?
The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel- Paragraph 13

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 181,

November 29,1947

C. DECLARATION: A declaration shall be made

Nations by the Provisional Government of each proposed State
before independence. It shall contain, inter alia,
clauses:

.Chapter Z: Religious and Minority Rights

to the

the following
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1. Freedom of conscience and the free exercise of all forms

of worship,
order and morals, shall be ensured to all.

2. No discrimination of any kind shall be made between the

subject only to the maintenance of public

“A Version of the Legal Department”, May 12, 1948
"The State will be a democratic state, freely open to the
immigration of Jews, a state of Liberty, Justice, and

inhabitants on the ground of race, religion,

language or

sSex.

3.
be entitled to equal protection of the laws.

Rabbi Gil Nativ

Freedom, Justice, and Peace: There is a tendency to use sets of
three when declaring principles defining a worldview or categories of
idcal human behavior. Thus, we find that the French Revolution
raised the banner of "Liberty, Equality, Fraternity" and the American
Declaration of Independence speaks about an individuals three basic
rights ("Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness"), the prophet
Mica spoke of threc behavioral requirements (“To do justly. to love
mercy. and to walk humbly with your God™). In the first chapter of
the "Ethics of the Fathers” we learn that the world stands on "the
Torah, (Temple) Service, and Deeds of Loving-Kindness" and then at
the end of the same chapter we see that the world exists on "Truth,
Judgment. and Peace". The combined terms of "Freedom, Justice,
and Pcace” is nowhere found in Jewish sources, but each term on its
own is of central importance in the Biblical and post-Biblical
traditions.

...As envisaged by the prophets of Israel: The beginning of the
Declaration of Independence declares our pride that the Jewish
People "gave to the world the eternal Book of Books™. This part of
the Declaration, however, discusses the underlying principles of the
State of Isracl and refrains from mentioning the Bible in its entirety.
Instead, only one of the three parts of the Bible is cited: the Prophets.
In the eyes of the modern reader of the Bible, and especially of the
Zionist thinkers, the prophets are considered as those who
ecmphasized and claimed social and moral demands and gave social
morality preference over the ritual and ceremonial (Temple sacrifice)
commandments.
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All persons within the jurisdiction of the State shall
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Peace in the spirit of the vision of the prophets of [srael
and the father of political Zionism, Theodore Herzl 21,
permeated with the principles of the United Nations
Charter."
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The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel
(Final version, Paragraph 13)
The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the
Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of the country
for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, justice
and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure
complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants
irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of
religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard
the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations.
(Official Gazette: Number 1; Tel Aviv, 14.5.48 p 1)
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The Charter of the United Nations was signed on 26 June 1945, in San Francisco, at the conclusion of the United Nations Conference on International
Organization, and came into force on 24 October 1945. The Charter express the reasons to its establishments and the aims of the organization: “We
The Peoples Of The United Nations Determined to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold
sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other
sources of international law can be maintained, and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom ..."

The Jewash State will be based on full equal rights for all its residents —

irrespective of religion and race in the political, civic, religious and

national spheres, with no hegemony and no subservience. Every community will enjoy full autonomy in the management of its religious,
educanional, cultural and social institutions. The Arabic language and schools will enjoy all governmental rights. Independent
municipalities will be established in every city and village. The State will seek to equalize the standard of living of every resident of the land

of Isracl.

The Jewish People will strive toward cooperation with the Arabs of the land of Israel for the sake of maximal development of the land for
the benefit of all its inhabitants and to a covenant of friendship between the Arab states and the peoples of the neighboring Arab lands on
the basis of mutual benefit and reciprocal help towards advancement and peace of all the lands of the Middle East.

(David Ben-Gurion -13 March 1945 Zionist Executive Committee meeting: Suggested clause for addition to the “Biltmore Plan”, meant to
advance the political Zionist cause and strengthen the Zionist position in world opinion. From: The Central Zionist Archives, S25/1787.)
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The Declaration expressed a vision of establishing a Jewish state with
the commitment to universal democratic values. What is the relation
hetween the two? Are they combined or conflicted?

Eliezer Schweid*

The combination of theses three values in this particular order--Freedom,
Justice, and Peace - reveals an ancient heritage that has been reinterpreted in
modern Jewish thought and in Zionist ideology. This combination was
purposctully determined: Freedom, Justice, and Peace (in this conceptual order)
are the basis of the vision for redemption, which integrates the redemption of
the Jewish People and redemption of humanity. Firstly, as it is expressed by the
latter prophets--Amos and Hosea, Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel; secondly, as it
is expressed by the founders of Zionism (in spite of the different trends) who
based their words upon ancient tradition, offering modern interpretation ...
Furthermore these values, in this order, are the foundation values of the Law of
Moses, which were originally given to a people who had left slavery in Egypt
and prepared for a life of freedom in its own land. The Bible i interprets the
significance of a life of freedom on the basis of social justice, whose
1mplumntat10n for all Jews and non-Jews is what will assure the Jewish people
peace in their own country, internal peace and peace with their neighbors.

Does the Deceleration merely pay lip service
to the UN demands?

Eliezer Schweid

It is worthwhile to pay special attention to the
central place given in the Declaration of
Independence to the value of justice, in its social
definition, among the basic values of Israel as a
Jewish State dedicated to the universal values of
humanity. ... Note that the obligation to equal
social rights (justice) is not included amongst the
demands of the United Nations for the
establishment of a state, but rather this is a self-
commitment, which Israel took upon itself based
on the ancient Jewish heritage and Zionist
ideology. It encompasses the historical mission of
the state of the Chosen People: not only a just
nation in the comity of enlightened nations, but a
exemplary nation for whom social justice is a
guiding light.
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David Kretzmer**

‘I see the Declaration of Independence, from the beginning, as a
schizophrenic document that tries to do two things--and we know from the
historical perspective why it was written this way. On the one hand, we want
to express the establishment of a Jewish state, while on the other hand
expression is given to those democratic principles...| think they discharged
their duty and fulfilled the minimum requirements so that they could say...we
are working in accordance with the partition plan of the United Nations. | am
not convinced even today that there was a true commitment here to those
principles....

Paul Eidelberg***:

The document declares that “The State of Israel ...will be based on
freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel; it
will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its
inhabitants...” it should not need saying that the prophets of Israel
would have denounced such equality. Under the Torah, non-Jewish
living in the land of Israel would have the status of foreign residents
(ger toshav); and while they would enjoy civil and other rights, none
could hold any government office. The prophets were not liberal
democrats or moral pluralists. They did not regard “freedom” as
moderns are wont to do, as living as one likes. Nor did they reduce
“justice” to mere equality. They saw in every domain of existents ...
hierarchy. As for “peace”, the prophets of Israel understood this to
mean “perfection” or “completeness” which could be achieved only
when every heart and home in Israel was imbued with the Torah. ...
(The Declaration’s) prescription for the establishment of a democratic
state in the land of Israel run contrary to its insistence that this state
is to be, and ever remain, a Jewish one.

* Eliezer Schweid, "The Unique Qualities of Israeli Democracy”, Ait HaDaa't, 1,
1997,p.100

** David Krechmer (from the protocol of RHR Yom Iyun , May 18, 1998)

*** Fidelberg Paul. " Foundation of the State of Israel: An Anulysis of Israel’s
Declaration of Independence” Judaism 36 (1987), pp 397-398.

David Krechmer

Everyone speaks about “Equality” and mentions
the Declaration of Independence and “equality of
political and social rights without regard to
religion, race, or gender”. But, as has been said,
equality requires that the State will be neutral.
The State of Israel is not neutral. It sees itself in
a clear, harsh way as a tool for advancing the
interests of the Jewish People or at least for
those who live here... Today, the inclination is to
say that this attempt to emphasize only the
dominant culture at the expense of, and without
also trying to encourage the culture of other
significant groups in the population, does not
reconcile with the most basic outlook of a
democratic state.

Berl Katznelson, 1940

"Whoever comes to uproot the redemption of
Israel from the tractate of moral values and
the liberation of Mankind is not strengthening
the causes of redemption. For if Justice, Law,
and Freedom were not another basic moral,
then: Why Jewish immigration? Why
settlement? Why save the People and
establish a state?

No, Zionism would not have arisen--and will
not stand--in a world that denies Justice, Law,
and Freedom to all who are created in the
Divine Image, and it won't repudiate these
human values, for in these [Zionism] will have
to judge itself."
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Please Support Our Work

We hope you have found these materials helpful and inspiring in exploring the vision of Israel
and how we might work towards fulfillment of that vision. Rabbis for Human Rights developed
these materials and we are distributing them free of charge.

If you would like to support the creation, production and distribution of educational
resources such as these, please consider making a contribution by using the form below.
You may also make a contribution and find out more about RHR and RHR-NA on our
websites: www.rhr.israel.net www.rhr-na.org

Name
Address
Phone (h) (w)
Email

Congregation or faith community

Please indicate your level of support below:
$1800 $540 $360 $180 $72 Other

My check to Rabbis for Human Rights — North America is enclosed.

Credit card information: Name as it appears on the credit card
Credit card type: Mastercard Visa  American Express
Credit card number:

Credit Card Expiration Date: Credit Card Security Code:
Credit Card Billing Address:

(Please mail to P.O. Box 1539 West Tisbury, MA 02575)

Founded in 1988, Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) is the only organization of rabbis in Israel from all
the denominations of Judaism that gives voice to the Jewish religious tradition of human rights. Dedicated
to the physical security and moral vision of the State of Israel as reflected in Israel’s Declaration of
Independence, RHR develops educational resources on Judaism and human rights and teaches them in
Israeli schools and pre-army programs; lobbies for economic justice in Israel; provides support for
Palestinian families facing home demolition for administrative reasons; and protects Palestinian farmers’
access to their agricultural land. RHR has received the Knesset’s Award for Quality of Life and the 2006
Niwano Peace Prize. The work of RHR has been endorsed by the North American Rabbinic Associations
of the Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, and Renewal movements.

Founded in 2002, Rabbis for Human Rights — North America (RHR-NA) is an organization of rabbis
from all streams of Judaism dedicated to expanding support for the mission and work of RHR in Israel, and
to education and advocacy on human rights issues in North America. In North America, RHR-NA has
launched Honor the Image of God: Stop Torture Now, a Jewish campaign to end U.S.-sponsored torture.
The campaign includes developing educational resources and programming for rabbis and Jewish
communities nationwide and organizing Jews in local communities to participate in Jewish and interfaith
efforts to end torture. In 2007, RHR-NA launched K’vod Habriot: A Jewish Human Rights Network, the
first Jewish Human Rights network of rabbis, communities and individuals dedicated to the human rights of
all. In 2008, RHR-NA will host The Second North American Conference on Judaism and Human Rights
for rabbis, cantors, rabbinic and cantorial students, and all Jews committed to the protection of human
rights for all.
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