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The Declaration of the Establishment of the
State of Israel: Equality

. . .\\'c lrold these truths to be self Article 1: All human beings are born frcc and equal in dignin and dghts. 
'I'hel

cr.idcnt, that all mcn arc created arc endowed with rcason and conscicnce and should act towards one another in
cgual. that thel arc cndorvcd by a spirit of brodrerhood.
thcir (lrcator rvith ccttain Atticle 2a.'Ilvenone is cntitlcd to all the dsltts and Frccdoms sct forth in tl.ris
unalictrlblc Rights, that among Declaration, rvithout distinction .f anr kind. sucb as recc. cul,.rr, ser, language.
thcsc arc Lifc, Lbertr', and the religion, polrtical or other opinion, national or social origin, propctn, birth ot
l)urstrit of I lappincss... othcr sratus.
il )i. cl,rr,rtiorr ot Indqrc rlrnce ol thL ll\jgls 26.. |urthermorc. no distinction shall bc madc on thc basis o[ thc
L nirccl St.tcs .t \mcricrt +.ltrlY' 1776) polidcal, juriscl.icrional or intcrnational status of the

countn' ()r tefritol-\' to rvl-fch a pcrson belongs, rvhether it be independent, tfust, non self govcmir-rg or under anr'
othcr [mitation of sovcreiguq. (Ii]iktul Dpddnlliat alIImnn NpLx - t0Norct nr, |918)
l"\\ hc,r rhc lrrcnch lfwish lawlcr llcnc ( lassi,r wr()tc thr (tr1tt1 of thc Ll,rivcrsal

Vhat is *eguality af rigba'?
by nnnurb Niln ... bx'rur nt'r'rt:t
itNb trtbuill pty;r ,nt't 'rnil ntttD't

Dlrpn ;bxtur 'rxrrt lw EltTn

,Jr7nt ,n13n ntrDt ltrna
tbt nrnitN 5:5 Tm
n''ufn ;lwl Yl.I ,ll7 5nn
' ' l \ l !n , l lub ,l ' t5v71 ,nJ ubtn
nrnlirhi.t bv l lhtrn ;nIf.]nr
il)ilnt ;ntn'ri] b: lw D'rujt'ri7!]
nbrrn rw -''l;l''"..']'J;" 

"T;ifr
Why is therc a need to speci{y
both social and political rights?
lVhat is the differcnce beqyeen
them? Is therc signifrcance to
the order in whici these appeat
- first sxcinl then pilirical?

I t  is n<>t socien- that bcstows up()n

evcr\: Ipetson] their inalienablc

rights. lrqualin' of all lpcoplcl is

lrot cllle to [-rtrrnanl innocence or

virtuc. trcl-ralin- of all people is cluc

to (locl's lor.c and commitment to

al l  [htunans]. .  . \ \ 'hcrcver \ :ou scc a

trace of [rumaniq'1, lltera is the

presencc of  ( loc l . . . ' I 'he Image of
(locl is citl-rcr in er.crvc,nc ()r in ncr
( ) l rc . . . ( ]od 's  co\ -enant  is  wi th  a l l

[peoplcl, ancl we rnust never bc

oblivic>us to thc cclLralitv of the

clir-iuc clisnitr' of all [-rumansl. 
'I'he

Lnage of (]od is in thc criminal as

wel l  as  thc  sa in t . . .  (Abraham

Joshua Heschel, "Religion and

Racett,  The Insecurit"v of

Freedom: Essavs in a Time of

Crisis, 1972).

. . . ' l ' h c r c f r r r c , \ c l a m  w a s

crcatcd akrnc, tO tcach t 'ctu
(1) that \\.h()cvLrr clestrovs a

srnslc lifc is clccmcd lr)'

Scripturc as if thcr- had

clcstrolcd thc rvholc rvorld;

ancl t,hoe\-cr sa\-cs a single

lifc is clcctnccl bv Scripturc

as if thcr- hacl sa\-cd a rvhole

\\-()rlcl; ancl (2) f<rr thc sake

of pcacc among pc()plc,  so

that ()1rc pcrson clocs n()t

sa) t() an()tl-rcr "-)-

anccst()f was gfcatcf than

\'()Lrr allccst(x!";. and (3)
lcst hctctics sat', " I 'hcrc arc

nlan\- P()wcfs in hear.en.";

ancl (-l) to shorv thc
grcat l rcss of  the I  lo l r ,  ( ) r r r : .

l  ,1 ' .  x  pcrs (  )n  tn i r r ts  n lanv

coins u-ith onc stamp, and

tl'rel are all thc salrre Ilut

thc l..ins of kinqs, the Holv
()r t r ' .  n lnts ( ' \ ' ( ' r \  pcrsorr  in

thc molcl of thc first ,\clam,

and n()t ()nc is thc sanre as

an()thcr. 
' [ 'he 

tefcrrc, c\-cr\,

pcrs()1r ought to sav: The

\\.()r'lcl \\.as cfcatcd for mc.

(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5;
Tosefta Yevamot 8:7 in
refere nce to a couftts
warning to witnesses
concerning the gravity of
their testimony in a capital
case.)

' I 'he 
State of  Isracl . . . rv i l i  bc bascd on

freedom, justrce and pcace as en\-isagecl

by thc prophets of Isracl; it wil l ensure

complete equality of social and

political rights to all its inhabitants

irrespective of religion, race or sex; it

rvili guarantee frecdom of reliuion,

conscicncc, languagc, cclncatiou, aucl

cultute; it rvill safcguard thc Holr' l)laccs

of all religions; ancl it rvill bc faithful to

thc principlcs of the Chartcr of thc

Ltnited Nations.
(Official Tnnslation of Israel's Declaration of
Independence, 5 l-y,at, 5708 - 11 Ma-t', 1948)

"l'lta 5.lale of'l.rrue / ...u|/1gra1rt tomp/cle .rotltrl trrrd
polili;u/ igltl.r lo cr// it.r citiryn.r in'g.rpclit'L of'tur ot'
rcli,gion." t' Prupo.red uordinQ b1',\[o.rlrc .l ltttrel/. ] tt /lta
l,[q)' I ) cli.rcu.r.riou on /he lcx'/. Ben Grniotr .ttirf:
". . .I',nsur c cqut/ ight.r. nol ' 

.'grtt/ ". 
'l-lti.r 

i.t i/.t
(/ile . ":'

Questions fcrr fi.{$he{ considera ticiru
t. Who is inciuded and rvho excluded from

"*ll its citizens"l \\tr-v?

2. "... i trespective of religion, race or sex"
- In vour opinion, whv were these and onh'
these three criteria cited? Is this a'"closed" list
or do these criteria sen'e onl1, 2* a general
example? \\'hich critcria rvould )Iou add. if
anlr? 16o-pare to the criteria of the Universal
DeClaration of Rights on the following pagel.

3. Do you think it is possible for soffreone to
merit extra rights by virtue o[ thcir
righteousness or sofile other worth,l' deeds or
accomplishmentsl trs :it possible for a pel'son
to renounCe, their '"human" and righcs bv the
performance of:the rnost rvicked deeds?
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'1here 
is a patablc about a king rvho had a wine Thc relatility of equaliq does not always lcad to a jusr outcolre!

cellat and placed guards thcrc. Some of the and sometimes ve must behave witl.r inequalitl in order to
guatds rvcr-c dmnls and somc verc na{in, non- achieve justice, all according to thc goal which rve aspirc to
clriukcrs. Lr thc evcning. hc came to pay them achieve. \\hen the avetagc starting point fot crnc person is
thc11 snlar\'. I Ic paid the drunlis tr,n'icc as much as disadvantagcd comparcd to another, thcrc is a necd to providc
hc paid the uiiin.'lhc guatds said to thc king: thc person with morc in ordcr to bdng them botl.r to a statc of
"\'our I Iighncss, didn't rvc all do thc sar.ne rvotk? eclualitv...the tesulting justice is the decisivc considcration ancl
\\'lrl arc lou not giving us cgual par'?" 

'l'he 
king not the sanctity of tl.re principle of cquality, w} ch onlv sen-es

replied: " fl.rcsc ones arc drunk and uscd to thc goal ofjustice.
drinking winc, bv you naiin do not drink, Istael lIigh Coun ruIing 720,/82 Elitzur Association of Religious
thcrcfore I grvc thcm a highet pay than you." Spons Nahatiya v. The City of Nahatiya and others, 4:37 (3) p. 21

Exodus 22: 20-23 \'ou shall nor

\\'r()n!l a str2lltg(]r ()r ()ppfess l"rirn.

firr votr \\:crc straltgcrs in thc l:rncl

oi l ' .gvpt. You shal l  n<>t i l l - trcat

anv s'iclr\v ()r orphan. If r.ou clcr

nristrcat thern, I u'ill hccd their

ontcr\- as s()()lr as thcY cLt' ctut tcl

\Ic. ancl NIr- anscl u.ill blazc forth

ancl J u'ill put vou to the srvorcl,

ancl r-our ollr s'ir-cs rvill bcct>rnc

u-iclos's ancl \'()ur childrcrr

orphat rs . "

' I 'he 
grcAt. of t-rcpcate cl in thc

'l'oral-r. 
irasic las- is laicl clou'n, thzrt

i t  is 1r()t  mcc, 11()t desccnt, l tot

birtl-r ()r countn- ()1' pr()pern.,

altogcfhcr nothins crternal or cluc

to chancc, ltut sintplv and pr-rrclr-

tl-re inncr spiritr-ral ancl moral

t'orth oF :r hnrnan being, rvl-ricl-r

gir-cs l-rir-n :rl1 tl-rc rigl-rts oF a man

ancl of a cit izcn. 
' I 'his 

basic

1-rrinciplc is ftrrtl-rer cnsurecl :ruainsf

ncslcct bv the aclcl i t ional mr>tir-c ' l

h t t l t q  l t - \ t -  F  i i i -

I - J  l - S J  f  I N J  { J J l  r r  ( J  l a . . . \ ( ) U l '

s'l-rolc urisfrrrtune rn I:qt-pt u-as

that vou wcrc nl l l  " fctreigncrs".
"al icns", t l -rerc ,  as sLrch, according

to thc r- ics's of other nations. r-ou

l-rad rrc-l iglt/ tr> ltc thcre, had ncr

clainr fo r ishts of sctt lcrncnt.

ho rnc ,  ( ) r  p r ( )pc l ' t \ ' . , \ c co rd ins l r - ,

r-ou hacl no eclnal r ights in appeal

r r q l i r r s t  t r r r [ r i r ' , , r  t r r r j u s t  t r ( . i t t n t ( ' n t .

.\s aiicns \'()Ll \\rcrc rvithor-rt an\-

r ights in I ' ,gvPt, r.r t t f  of shat or..r ,
ail \-()ur n1'7lt and ''t:1,'. \rorlr

Human Family
lrr- IIava -\ngelou

I nole ilte obt,iou.t' dilfirence.r

in lhe humttn.latni/1.

.lorue o.f'tt.r ure .reriou.r.

.rotnc lltnre on crtruerfi.

.fome rleclure /lteir /it'e.r dre /it,ed

a.r tnte pro.fuudily.
dnrl olher.r tluitn /lte1'rettlfi lit.,e

lltc rea/ redlity.

'l'he yttrie l) o.f'our.rkin lone.r

ctrn confir.re. benu.re, cleltghr,

ltrrnyn ttnd pink and be igc ,tnd puryle,

lttn unl b/ue ,tnt/ tyltile.

I'rc .rrti/e d rrpon lhe .terctl .tett.l

trrrd .;/oppet/ in et,ery lund.

l't'a .reatt llte uonde r.r o.l- lhc uor/cl,
tl0/ )'e/ 0tlc t'0/il/il0// ///Lt/1.

hlinar ltyin.s ttt'c dillircnl

tt lt lt o u plt t h e i r.fi,t lu t'e.r.f i b e.

anrl /ot,er.r iltink quite dillircnt tl.tortglt/.r

tultile /7in.g.ride 14' .ride.

ll:'e /oye ttnd /o.re in (.ltint.

tue ueep on I:n.glrtnd'.r mor.,r.r.

tnd /uu.gh ,rncl nto,ttr in Guinet.

tnd lltiue on .\'pttni.rlt .rhore.r.

ll,'e .reek .tilL'L'c.r.t i n L; i n /u n d,

me horn ttnd die in ,\'Iuine.

In minnr )yLt)'.t )ye dif/ir.

in mafrtr ue'ra llte .rtnc.

I no/e lhe oht,iou.r' dillircnce.r

heltvee n eat'lt .rofi und t1'pe,

ltul tye Ltre mzrc tt/ike, lty.fiiend.r

lhun we are urrt/ika.

ll.'e ure tnorc tt/ikc. nt1'.fiiand.r,

/han ue ure unrtlikc.

[Read at the dedication of the Disnev

Niln bxrul nll't'] Genesis 1:27 ...So (locl created thc .'lrlctnt tn
,nl. l ' lni l nl ' ItDl by nnnutn his orvn irnage, in the Imase of Clod her crcatccl
bu u:ttn l lNb Dlbuti l l  i /tyi l him, male ancl Female he crcatecl t l-ren-r...

ErrPn ;bxrur rNrfl Numherc 15:16 ...'I'l-rc samc las' and thc sat-ncr

,nl,n npDl l lr l, 
rulc shall appl)' to vou and to thc strangcr rvhcr

b:b im) ,':rtit 
';:':;;::')f,)) 

r.u srra, rrar.c c,nc sra'crarcr
,n7 |nn l5l nnlfX for strangcr ancl citizcn aLikc, frrr I am the Lorcl

'nr ubrn n'u=n 
--'-l?' !l!- 

t;:::;:*omv 
2e:e-10\'c,u srancr tr's crav. al

;il!].]h] 'lll'tn 'ltJ 
:lli:: c,F '.u, beFc,rc the Lord ],o'r (l'cl - \-olrr iribal

t r l l u l - Ip i ln tn \Dn i l?y l t ) run  ,  ,  , ,  r  , - -  ,
r r  l lcaos. \ ' (  )ur clctcrs 111tct \-()Ltr ot t lcl i 'us. ( ' \  ( ' t ' \ ' (  ) t lc

i l ]nNl i l t i lnl  ;nl i l l i ' l  )5 )UJ . r  ,  ,  . ,  ,  ,

nbrrn bw ilrn'tlt' 'ri7yb 
o,t lsrael: 

l'oru 
cnlldren' \-otlr \\1\-cs' c\:en tllc

I  S l fA l )gcf  \ \ ' l t l )1n \ .Ouf  Caln l ) .  f l ' ( ) tn  \ \ ' ( ) ( )L lC l loPP(^r
'nt ' InlNhil  n' lhlNi l  

t .  * 'atcr drarvcr - t .  c ' tcr int.  thc cor-e.alrt  ()f

thc  Lord r .or - r r  ( ]od. . .

slavcn ancl rvrctcheclncss.
'I'hcrcfirrc 

bcurare. s() runs tl-re I knoty /an iltou.rund uotnen

rvarning, from makir.rg rights in 
"alIed June antt lllary Jdne, 

Millennium villagel

\'()ur o\\''n Statc colrditional on anr.thing othet than on that simplc hun.ranitl* rvl.rich every human bcing as such bears
within hin.r. \\lth any [mitation of thesc lruman rights tl.re gate is opcned to thc rvholc l.rorrot of llg,-ptian
mishandlilg of human beings... Do not "wrong", Do not rroppress"...means to be illcgall,r' dcprivcd of matcdal
ot spiritual possesskrns. . . [thus, the full in.rplication is] - Neither by rvotds nor by deeds shall vou hurt an alicn. . . [and]
herc the aclmoniti<xr against differe nt.iating against strangets is ditcctcd primarily to the Statc as such. It thc J cv.is).r
Statc is not to practice anl discrinrination and injusticc against foreigners because thcl are aliens, it is n()t to irltposc
hcavier tarcs or grant lcsscr rights than it docs to the native bom; and in no ways is it to rcstrict them ir.r thc frcc
cxcrcisc of anr' lncans of gaining thcir lir-elihood. Samson Rafael Hirsch, Commentary to the Torah, Exodus 22
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and how we might work towards fulfillment of that vision. Rabbis for Human Rights developed 
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If you would like to support the creation, production and distribution of educational 
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You may also make a contribution and find out more about RHR and RHR-NA on our 
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Founded in 1988, Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) is the only organization of rabbis in Israel from all 
the denominations of Judaism that gives voice to the Jewish religious tradition of human rights.  Dedicated 
to the physical security and moral vision of the State of Israel as reflected in Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence, RHR develops educational resources on Judaism and human rights and teaches them in 
Israeli schools and pre-army programs; lobbies for economic justice in Israel; provides support for 
Palestinian families facing home demolition for administrative reasons; and protects Palestinian farmers’ 
access to their agricultural land.  RHR has received the Knesset’s Award for Quality of Life and the 2006 
Niwano Peace Prize.  The work of RHR has been endorsed by the North American Rabbinic Associations 
of the Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, and Renewal movements. 
 
Founded in 2002, Rabbis for Human Rights – North America (RHR-NA) is an organization of rabbis 
from all streams of Judaism dedicated to expanding support for the mission and work of RHR in Israel, and 
to education and advocacy on human rights issues in North America.  In North America, RHR-NA has 
launched Honor the Image of God:  Stop Torture Now, a Jewish campaign to end U.S.-sponsored torture.  
The campaign includes developing educational resources and programming for rabbis and Jewish 
communities nationwide and organizing Jews in local communities to participate in Jewish and interfaith 
efforts to end torture. In 2007, RHR-NA launched K’vod Habriot: A Jewish Human Rights Network, the 
first Jewish Human Rights network of rabbis, communities and individuals dedicated to the human rights of 
all. In 2008, RHR-NA will host The Second North American Conference on Judaism and Human Rights 
for rabbis, cantors, rabbinic and cantorial students, and all Jews committed to the protection of human 
rights for all. 
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