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The Declaration of the Establishment of the

..We hold these truths to be self-
cevident, that all men are created
equal, thar thev are endowed by

State of Israel: Equality
Article I: All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They
arc endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in
a spirit of brotherhood.
Article 2a: Uvervone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, language,

thetr  Creator  with  certain
unalicnable  Rights, that among
these are life, liberty, and the

Pursuit of [ lappiness. ..

Declaration ot Independence of

the
Unired States of America - 4 July, 1776)

other status.
Article 2b: Furthermore,

religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or

no distinction shall be made on the basis of the

political, jurisdictional or international status of the

country or territory to which a person belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any
other limitation of sc werelgnty. (Universal Dedaration of Human Rights - 10 Novenber, 1948)
"When the Freneh —Jewish lawver Rene Cassin wrote the draft of the Universal

Declaration, he had the Ten Commandments in front of his eves. e saw the document as a kind of “T'en Commandments for [ Tumanity?

no surprise that the expectations of the Jewish People were so high from the start.” — Prof. Iiddie Kauffman, [ ebrew University
R kol A

JlTherefore  Adam  was
created alone, to teach vou
(1) that whoever destroys a
single life 1s deemed by

had

destroyved the whole world;

Scripture as if  they

and whoever saves a single
life 1s deemed by Scripture
as if they had saved a whole
world; and (2) for the sake
of peace among people, so
that one person does not

sav to  another  “my
ancestor was greater than

and (3)

“There are

vour ancestor!”;.
lest heretics say,
many powers in heaven.”;
and  (4) the

greatness of the Holy One.
[ror, a person mints many

to  show

coins with one stamp, and
they are all the same But
the King of kings, the Holy
One, mints every person in
the mold of the first Adam,
and not one is the same as

another. Therefore, every
person ought to sav: The

world was created for me.

(Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5;
Tosefta Yevamot 8:7 in
reference to a court’s
warning to witnesses
concerning the gravity of
their testimony in a capital
case.)
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What is “equality of rights”?
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Why is there a need to specify
both socral and palmcal rights?
What is the difference between
them? Is there szgmﬁcance to
the order in which these appear
~ fitst social, then political?

It 1s not society that bestows upon
every  [person|
rights. Equality of all [people] is
not due to |[human| innocence or
virtue. Equality of all people is due
to God’s love and commitment to
all |humans]..

their inalienable

.Wherever you sce a
there 1s the
The Image of
God 1s cither in everyone or in no

trace of |humanity],
presence of God...

.God’s covenant 1s with all
[people],
oblivious to the cquality of the
divine dignity of all [humans]. The
Image of God is in the criminal as
well as (Abraham
Joshua Heschel, “Religion and
Race”,_ The Insecurity _of
Freedom: Essays in a Time of
Crisis, 1972).

one..
and we must never be

the saint...

‘The State of Istacl...will be based on
freedom, justice and peace as envisaged
by the prophets of Isracl; it will ensure
complete equality of social and
political rights to all its inhabitants

irrespective of religion, race or sex; it

will  guarantee freecdom of religion,
conscience, language, ceducation, and

culture; 1t will safeguard the Holy Places
of all religions; and it will be faithful to
the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations.

(Official Translation of Israel’s Declaration of
Independence, 5 Iyar, 5708 — 14 May, 1948)

“The State of Lsrael ..
political wohts to all ity citizens dvespective of race or
relzgion.” [ Proposed wording by Moshe Sharett. 1n the
May 13 discussion on the text. Ben Gurion said:
. Ensure equal rights. not This v its
due.”!

vl grant complete social aind

orant .

uestions for further consideration:
1. Who is tncluded and who excluded- from
“all its citizens”’? Why?

2.0 itrespective of religion, race or sex”
- In your Opm_lon why were these and only
these three criteria cited? Is this 2 “closed” list
or do these criteria serve only as a general
example? Which ctiteria would you add, if
any? [Compare to the criteria of the Universal
Declaration of Rights on the following page].

3. Do you think it is possible for someone to
merit extra rights by virtue of their
righteousnesa or some other worthy deeds or
accomphsf ments? Is it possible for 2 person
to renounce their “human” and rights by the
performance of the most wicked deeds?
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There is a parable about a king who had a wine
cellar and placed guards there. Some of the
guards were drunks and some were Nasri, non-
drinkers.  In the evening, he came to pay them
their salarv. Fe paid the drunks twice as much as
he paid the nazimm. The guards said to the king:
“Your Highness, didn’t we all do the same work?
Why are you not giving us equal pav?” The king
replied: “These ones are drunk and used to
drinking wine, but you wazirm do not drink,

The relauvity of equality does not always lead to a just outcomme,
and sometimes we must behave with inequality in order to
achieve justice, all according to the goal which we aspire to
achieve. When the average starting point for one person is
disadvantaged compared to another, there 1s a need to provide
the person with more in order to bring them both to a state of
equality...the resulting justice 1s the decisive consideration and
not the sanctity of the principle of equality, which only serves
the goal of justice.

Israel High Court ruling 720/82 Elitzur Association of Religious

therefore I give them a higher pay than you.”

Exodus 22: 20-23 You shall not
wrong a stranger or oppress him,
for vou were strangers in the land
of Lgvpt. You shall not ill-treat
any widow or orphan. If vou do
mistreat them, [ will heed their
outery as soon as they cry out to
Me, and My anger will blaze forth
and T will put vou to the sword,
and vour own wives will become
and children

widows vour

orphans.”

The great, oft-repeated in the
Torah, basic law 1s laid down, that
it 15 not race, not descent, not
birth or property,
altogether nothing external or due
to chance, but simply and purely

country  or

the 1nner  spiritual and  moral
worth of a human being, which
gives him all the rights of a man
and This Dbasic

principle is further ensured against

of a citzen.

neglect by the additional motve 3
o™M¥n YR ontn
whole misfortune in Iigypt was

0™, ..vour

that vou were 273 “foreigners”,
“aliens”, there | as such, according
to the views of other nations, vou
had no neht to be there, had no
claim to rights of settlement,
home, or property.  Accordingly,
vou had no equal rights in appeal
against unfair or unjust treatment.
As aliens vou were without any
rights in Lovpt, out of what grew
mIay MY,
and wretchedness.

all vour and your
slavery
Therefore beware, so runs the

warning, from making rights in
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Human Family
by Mava Angelou

I note the obvions differences
in the buman family.

Some of us are serious,

some thiive on comed.

Some dectare their lives are lived
as true profundity,

and others clazm they really live
the real reality.

The variety of our skin tones
can confuse. bemue, deljoht,

Sports Nahariva v. The City of Nahariya and others, 4:37 (3) p. 21

Genesis 1:27 ...So God created the dum in
his own tmage, in the Image of God he created
him, male and female he created them...
Numbers 15:16 ... The same law and the same
rule shall apply to you and to the stranger who
resides among you.

Leviticus 24:22 .. You shall have one standard
for stranger and citizen alike, for I am the Lord
vour God.

Deuteronomy 29:9-10 Y ou stand this day, all
of you, before the Lord your God — vour tribal
heads, your elders and your officials, evervone
of Israel; your children, vour wives, even the
stranger within your camp, from woodchopper
to water drawer — to enter into the covenant of
the Lord vour God...

Mirror twins are different

althoush their features jibe,

and lovers think quite different thouohly
while hing side by side.

We love and fose in China.

we weep on Fnoland's moors,
and langh and moan in Guinea,
and thrive on Spanish shores.

We seeke suceess in Fintand,
are born and die in Maine.
T minor ways we differ.

in major we're the same.

brown and pink and beige and purple.

tan and blue and white.

I've sailed wpon the seven seas
and slopped in every land.

I've seen the wonders of the world,
ol yel one conmon nan.

I know fen thousand women
called June and Mary Jane,

I note the obvions differences
between each sort and type,

but we are more alike, my [riendy
than we are unalife.

We are more alike. my friends,

than we are unalite.

[Read at the dedication of the Disney
Millennium Village]

vour own State conditional on anything other than on that simple humanity which every human being as such bears
within him. With any limitation of these human rights the gate is opened to the whole horror of Ligvptian
mishandling of human beings... Do not "wrong", Do not "oppress"...means to be illegally deprived of material
or spiritual possessions...[thus, the full implication is| - Neither by words nor by deeds shall vou hurt an alien. .. [and]
here the admonition against differentiating against strangers is directed primarily to the State as such. It - the Jewish
State - 1s not to practice any discrimination and injustice against foreigners because they are aliens, it is not to imposc
heavier taxes or grant lesser rights than it does to the native-born; and in no ways Is it to restrict them in the free

exercise of any means of gaining their livelihood. ..

Samson Rafael Hitsch, Commentary to the Torah, Exodus 22



Please Support Our Work

We hope you have found these materials helpful and inspiring in exploring the vision of Israel
and how we might work towards fulfillment of that vision. Rabbis for Human Rights developed
these materials and we are distributing them free of charge.

If you would like to support the creation, production and distribution of educational
resources such as these, please consider making a contribution by using the form below.
You may also make a contribution and find out more about RHR and RHR-NA on our
websites: www.rhr.israel.net www.rhr-na.org

Name
Address
Phone (h) (w)
Email

Congregation or faith community

Please indicate your level of support below:
$1800 $540 $360 $180 $72 Other

My check to Rabbis for Human Rights — North America is enclosed.

Credit card information: Name as it appears on the credit card
Credit card type: Mastercard Visa  American Express
Credit card number:

Credit Card Expiration Date: Credit Card Security Code:
Credit Card Billing Address:

(Please mail to P.O. Box 1539 West Tisbury, MA 02575)

Founded in 1988, Rabbis for Human Rights (RHR) is the only organization of rabbis in Israel from all
the denominations of Judaism that gives voice to the Jewish religious tradition of human rights. Dedicated
to the physical security and moral vision of the State of Israel as reflected in Israel’s Declaration of
Independence, RHR develops educational resources on Judaism and human rights and teaches them in
Israeli schools and pre-army programs; lobbies for economic justice in Israel; provides support for
Palestinian families facing home demolition for administrative reasons; and protects Palestinian farmers’
access to their agricultural land. RHR has received the Knesset’s Award for Quality of Life and the 2006
Niwano Peace Prize. The work of RHR has been endorsed by the North American Rabbinic Associations
of the Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, and Renewal movements.

Founded in 2002, Rabbis for Human Rights — North America (RHR-NA) is an organization of rabbis
from all streams of Judaism dedicated to expanding support for the mission and work of RHR in Israel, and
to education and advocacy on human rights issues in North America. In North America, RHR-NA has
launched Honor the Image of God: Stop Torture Now, a Jewish campaign to end U.S.-sponsored torture.
The campaign includes developing educational resources and programming for rabbis and Jewish
communities nationwide and organizing Jews in local communities to participate in Jewish and interfaith
efforts to end torture. In 2007, RHR-NA launched K’vod Habriot: A Jewish Human Rights Network, the
first Jewish Human Rights network of rabbis, communities and individuals dedicated to the human rights of
all. In 2008, RHR-NA will host The Second North American Conference on Judaism and Human Rights
for rabbis, cantors, rabbinic and cantorial students, and all Jews committed to the protection of human
rights for all.



http://www.rhr.israel.net/
http://www.rhr-na.org/
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