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The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel
(First Paragraph)

Tlanslafo4*:,:O- ,#i,! ,.T .tiaa;;,,I$,5;1$48 Tfnslationl,iadipixdin e
The l-and of Israel was the binhplace of the Jewish In the land of Israel th. j.-ish piopl. cam. itrto

P9"pl.. Here their spiritual, religious and political being. In this tand was shaped ih.ir spiritual,
identity was shaped. Here they first attained to religious, and national characrer. Here they iiyed in
statehood, created cultural values of national and sovereign independence. Here they created a culture
universal significance and gave to the world the of national and universal imporr, and gave to the
eternal Book of Books. world the ercrnal Book of Book

Veffion 1: Mordec&ai Ge.nC*i*,,,llil-. -l'he 
LOI\D .raitl to ,'lbram, 'Go.lbrth,liv/n 

),ut/r nutitte /ctncl ,tntl
Bahm. 4.27,48 .from,your.fttt/ter'.r ltou.se lo lhe /and thar I wi// .show.you. I wi// make o,f.-you Ll ,q"Lt/
Because the God of Israel nation, and I uill h/e.r.r-1'ou; l will makel,our name .great, anc/.10u rha// [ti a b/e.r.rinp...
gave this land to our .'1.bram uenl,fbrll.t d.r llte I-OI:<D hdd t'0ru-munclecl ltin, und [-6t uent wiilt hirn.
ancestors, Abraham, Yitzchak, .'Tbrurn )vd.t .teL,en4.fit,e.1'edr.r o/d when he /e.ft I lttrctn. :lbtun /rt1k lti.r uifi .latui tncl
and Yaakov, and their l.ti.r lmlher''.r .t0// I-ot, ctnd a// the ueafth tltal thel' hacl ama.r.t'ecl, ancl thi penon.,- thct/
descendan$' to be their ll:tey hud urquired in Llttntn; rtnd llte1 .re/ out .f'or the /und o.f (,anaun. W''/ten tlte1,
eternal possession, and arit,etl in llte lund o.l- (unttun, .,\brum pa.r.recl th:ugh ilte land n .far u llte .rire'of'
because ourpeople .\'hechen, u/ llte lerebinll.t of',\lorclt. 

'l.he (.anttanife.r were lhen in lhe /ant/. l'he
n-raintained their statehood in LOI<D uppeured to ,I|truru ttntl .rrtid, "l wi// a.rsipn ilti.r /ancl to,1,our o,ff.tpiry."

il,''HiifiTil:i::,T,'.11",, i.'-::l ou:.:l t:l::..t'l= Genesis 26:3
the Second Temple by the Jr"tnl:t lnrh'r r:r"rv rr l;;o;,::','::,'i:1,;'i,,!*:'!,,niu'iiiu,;'ili,
Ronrans, and the exile of mosr lln !n i1f n!l'!'tlli?l ntnl;'t to.1,ou ancl to.yotrr o.ylip,ins, .l)tlli//ino tlrc

:f 
,,": P.,]Pg ttST its land. . . -13t 

;Tf ,J''l!n)bhh Jllllyl1i? oullt iltat.l twore to.your./ailter ,lbrultun.
Veteian 2: Tzui,Beie an 

bb:f DllhlNb nl:tn !D:: Ce*ee*.1,28:,,,12.14 [ Ie hact a clreum; a
5^9-48 :' -l--::. 

^'-:.--::: '------::^ 
- .ttLtlnud) wu.r .re/ ctn the sruund anc/ it.r rop

on the grounds of the tbt> abryb u!'tl;ll D""tlll:N 
";;;;;r7; 

i) ,er. antt anse/.r ctf'crct uere
inseparable traditional and .!ng:;l E!-IDO;? :DD ;1N going up and doun on ir. .,1nd ilte l-,rtrcl
h i s t o r i c l l  l i n k b e t w e e n t h e  .  , .  ,  . ,  r .  ,  . ,

peopleof Israel andtheland Deuteronomy Zt:l-g.\Ir,.,i,L. ttnl /lp 
'i;,:: 

"i::t;'';;:"';:,,',,'i*,"' 
,'jl),"j iril:

<ri Isracl... elcler.r o.f- l.rrael chtrqecl lhe peop/e .sqyin,g: lttr,rtr,, ,tn4 tlte Ool of. I.rua,.: /ltc
Yer ionJ ; f {p 'heSharnob. ren ,e t t / / the ]n ' ' ; iuc t ion l l lu l I ) ,1o l , , ; ; ; , - , : ; ' , ; , - i ) , , , , : , . , . , , ) , ' , , ) , , .4 ' ) , ,
5.13.48 upon .yctu thi.r clay. ..1.r .roon tt.r.1'ou lut.,e ntign to.you anrl rct,T,ctar off.spin,g. \ our
Because thelewishpeople. t'ro.r.retl ilte .Jorclan into the hncl iltat ilte 

"i.;,),irii 
.rhu// be a.r the clu.rt r7l ilrc

y.t: exiled byforce trom its Lord.your Gocl i.r.qiuin3.7,ou,.1,ou .rlta// .ra/ ;;;;,";;; .t'rlttt// .rpreacl oat t, tlte ue.;t
iand, the land of Israel, they tvpnll /ttrqc .rrone.i....\ro.ra.i uncr rrte 

")rri'ro',i"r'e:u.rr, 
n rrte nortrt ancr ro rrte

nraintained loyalty in every ltaitittt/ prie.rtt' .rpoke to tt// I.rruel, .r41in,q .rou/h. .,!/l .fani/ie.r of the earilt .;htt//
generation, and in all the lands .\.i/ence! Hear, O I.rrue/! 

'l'odqy.you' 
har',e ;;;.r., tl,rr.,r/,,r., l?1, -),01/ ttncl .),t/rof the DiasPo.ra, and did not lter'ome lhe peop/e ol' the ltntl .1'nur (,ocl: arr,,rroArrtr. lniut"ut euotations fr'm:

find,.during all of its I teecl the l-"ord.you:r God ,rncl ob.ren,e Ilj.r i;r; p"blication Society Hebrew-
n'endering, another land to t0/ilmLtnd/ilcttl.r atttl I ti.r /utu.r uhicfu 7 

-English 
Tanakh, 2nd Edition, 1999)

repl:rce lt. enlhin tQon 1,ou llti.r dtty.

David Ben-Gudon My first premise is that the People of Israel, or the Hebrew Nation, was
Fr,om'f:tpdiqb,itt,,;,in: T: frph) born in the land and developed in the land, even before the dap of
Abraham, as one amongst the peoples of Canaan. Their langr-rage was Hebre% as was the language of the
other people's of Canaan, NIoar., and r\mon, indeed onl1, 6119 thing distinguished them from their neighbors
from thc outset: 

'fher. 
belier.ed in one (iod...'I'he land of Canaan at that time rvas materiallr. and spiritually

destitute, however the reality oi the nation of Israel within it wrth its unique belief s)6tem - belief in'the On!
God - kept the land together. There were also other peoples, whose language was also Hebrew, but their
faith was different they had other gods, many in number. The lands with a developed culture at that time
were Eglpt and Baby4on. One of the gentry of Baby4on, Avram the son of Terach, figured out for himself
the belief in the One Almighty God to the disparagement of the popular belief in his land, and thus was
drawn to the land of C;naan where dwelled a people large or small that held this belief.

Fram',,Re w:be,n.:,,At l{fI
get) up, arise, to rise against, set upon; to happen, occur', takc place, come [o pass, be ostablished.
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F{ere
Here's my home, here I was born
In the plain, r,r,4rich is on the shore
Here, the friends with v4rom I was raised
And I have no other place in the world
I h:rve no other place in the world

Here's my home, here I played
On the lowland. w4rich is on the
mountain
Here I drank water from the well
And planted grass in the deserr
And planted grass in the desen

Here I r.vas born, here mv children were
born to me
Here I built my home with my own rwo
hands

,Md rvhoe\rer comes we'll tell him:
"\\€lcome"

Here I was born, here my children
born
Song by Uzi Chitman,I99l

Mechilta of R;, $hitnon bar,Y,oc,hai;,,Farashat, Yitro
"...il:tg1 e nlered /he ui/derne.r.r rtf'.finai and encamped in the tailderne.r.r. Lrrdei
e ncdmped iltere in .lionl o.f'//te mounldin. (l:x.odu.t | 9:2)"
This shows us that the Torah was given to Israel in an ownerless
place (wilderness). For, if it was given in the land of Israel, they
would have said, "k is ours." If it were given in another place, the
people of that place would have said, "k is ours." It was given in
an owrrerless place so rhat all who wanted to receive it could come
and take of it.

Ee;T Ei: bxru't'.lNr Ti$"ii:iiHTBT.:1Jo o. He said to
;?:I19 ;l: r!?li'?!i'? Moses: This is the Land that I adore,
n"n'7;l n.t:nl:;T ll.,[h] as it is sAid, ".,1 /und ul.tiLh ,.Idon,ti.1,our

rlft \n ;7f nt:.r?ll; , God look-t tlfler continua//1' (Deut 1 1:12),

;rr,:rtn:bnn il'rt7frP 
^;: 

;,::;:; ];:;),' ;;,; ;;;":t;;',"i;{
l]ll'ln tDl: '1!! Said the Holy One: I ;il bring in

E!!p1:N bb>f nllhlNb Israel - rnAom I adore - to the land

As a result of the historic catastrophe in which Titus of Rome
destroyed Jerusalem and Israel was exiled from its land, I was born
rn one of the cities of the Exile. But ahvap I regarded mpelf as

were one rn4ro was born in Jerusalem. In a dream, in a vision of the
night, I saw mpelf standing with my brother-Levites in the Holy
Temple, singing r,vith them the songs of David, King of Israel.

Here yoll are also with me and here are rs r\rr rl.rrrl. t*tt--- that I adore, as it said: "l|or, i/ i.r
,, , , , , 

rc il-c nN l?l) tr?lu? lp!.l1;ll. r l l  thous.tndsot rnyfr iends 
' ' . .  " , ' :  -"- '  

-  "" '  bettu.tr ' .1'ouenlerl l rclunlol '
And after 2OOO years - an end ro my .lnl:; ' l EllDOt '190 

Cunaun...(l{um. 34:2)"
riarrdering "Thtie' Tkings,,.'Ware Giv,en',anrfibndffion: The Land of Isruel,

the Temple, and the Davidic dynasty. Torah and the covenant rf
Here I played all mysongs Aaron were given without condition." (Mechilta Yitro 2)
And marched in a nocturnal-trek "()ur holcl on the Land of Israel rs rlot al>solute possession, for the Land
Here I protected in my youth time of Israel is not ascribcd to thc Nation of Israel in the way that other lands

Mr. Goi,s piece of land arc ascribcd to the rest of the nations. Rathcr, our possession of the

MvGod's pi... of rand ffi*iJ::TiJ:::itil:*:..xi,:..0".,n:H:,[ilr#,irJ.'niJirTi
r r - , , ., , our per{ormancc of Torah-commandcd deeds here. Holding the land for
-r-Lere' I was born' here my chtldren were itscf by conquerine strength does nor zuaranree we will remain
b o r n t o m e " '  h e r e . . . \ \ ' e s a v i n t h e s h e m a t w i c c c a c h d a r ' :  " y n u ) D x ; t ' ; l t  - I f , t h e n v o u

Here. Here r set m'tabre :,;,".i.i:::",TT':iil"H;i:Ji':i-'i.::;f"f,TJl::J,Tl:."i11ffil]
A slice of bread, a fresh f lower asidc..." rhcn "yc pe rish quickly from off the good land. (,Ra bbi Eliezer
I opened a door to the neighbors Menachem Shach, Davat Totah 1994
A-rd l'l'roever comes we'11 tell him:
"rielcome" SY Apnon -{*ohel:Prize Accep.tance speechl

Hannah Senesh: Excerpt from a letter to a friend in the forced labor battalion in Hungary
Nahalal. Decenrber 6,h 1940 -
. . .1 dtd r tot  colne hcre for  reasons of  tour ism, nor forpurposcs of  explorat ion,  nor fbr  reasons of  econom\ ' . . . I ,  hkc
evcn'other Zionist, am searching for a home, a country and I will try to cxplain u,hat it is in Eretz Israel that offen
this - ()r can ofier it. I' 'or those Jervs l>orn who u.ere from here (thc 'Sabr;rs'), this is not a question, just as it is not for
anv peoplc living in its own land. For the Sabras this land is their narural he ritage : it is their counrry thc language is
rircir lansuage. So for thern therc is no cluestion of 'scilrchinc f()r a hornc'.  ̂ \nd thcrr dailv lives express this truth better
th:'Ln anl, .nvords can.
I;ttr thrlsc vu'ho, frotn free chclicc or conr-icfion, or lrv reason clf nccessin'(one can't drau. a sharp line benveen them),
ci.lrttc to thc Lrnd, it is more difficult to answer the question. \Ve have nvo basic characteristics: we wanr ro get
sonrcthing fron-r the Lrnd, u4rich is narural. But we must give, too, w4rich is our dury. If we can accepr from it u'hat it
c.rn givc us, rlnd can givc it v4iat it nccds from us, then Eretz Israel can become our home.
Front lfannah Senesh: Her Life and Diaq, (Intrcduction by Ahba Eban). Translated by Marta Cohn. New lbrk: Schocken
Brtr,tks, 1972, p. 157-158.

'l' lrcodore 
f lerzl's 1902 novel, Altneuland, ("O/r/-l'au,Ittttrf') presernted u utopian vision of the reestablishcd-Jeu'ish State.

Would vou u,'rite the book's title: 'N:n-by 
f'' lN - ".\ J-and on Conditir)n", or rNln-bN FIN - "-\n Unconditional Lancl"?
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Questions for Study and Discussion:

,\'ourcet' / J: Dillirent uer.rions o.f-tbc openiw oJ'ilte Dec/aralion
1. Cnmpare the four versions of the openina of the document

a. From which point in Jewish historrr does each version begin?
b. How does each version suggest a different relationship between the land of Israel

and the Jewish people?
c. \Xl4rat can we learn from each version and from the final choice that the authors

made?
2. The word Dp can mean different thinss. Depending on how one understands the word,

diffcrcnt coruncntaries arisc rcgarding the phrase, "In the land of Isracl, the-f ervish
nation DP." 

'I'rt, 
srvitching thc rvr>rd rvith othcr r.erbs: "appcarcd," "arr)sc," "dcvelopcd,"

"fcrrmcd." FIow do these chanse the meaning of the phrase? tWhat do you think the
authors intended the word to mean]

3. -\lso compare the tw-c> translaticxls: "I:tetz Yisrael rvas the birthplacer of the Jewish
people." "In the land of Israel the Jewish people came into being." What do these two
verslons suggest?

4. \What are the five main points in the Declaration's first paragraph?
5. Vhat is your opinion about each point?

Otlte r .\'onrte.r
1. Cnmpare the position of the Declararion with the position

question of hor,v the Jewish nation/people arose (op).
2. How did Ben Gurion harmonize the two positions? What

claims? Vhat goal was he trying to accomplish?
Regarding the question of u,fiere was the cultural heritage of the J.*. was formed, what
are the differences between the position of the Declaration of Independence and the
position of the midrash from the Mekilta (page 2)?
Rabbi Shach posits conditions for Israel's dwelling in the l^and of Israel as primarily
theological and lLa/ttcltit. Are there other conditions (such as environmenral, ethical,, or
other obligations) that you see as an essential pan of rhar "conditioning" today? Does the
full text of the Declaration itself suggest other "conditions" rhar toda/s State of Israel
pledges itself to live up to? Do you see Israel as succeeding in meeting these conditions?
How do Shai Agnon and F{annah Senesh, u4-ro were not bom in the land of Israel,
explain their relationships to the hnd?
According tc> thc s()ng "[-lcre," horv is a person u,ho is born in the Land of Israel
connected to the Land?
Howdoes whether a person was born or not born in the l-and of Israel influence his/her
relationship to the [and?

8. Look at the biographies of the writers of the sources.
(for example, w4rere they were bom, u,4rere they chose

of the biblical passage on the

is your opinion about his

How does their personal histories
to live, how well they know the

5 .

6.

7.

3.

4.

11 .

t2.

Iand of Israel) influence their positions?
9. \W4rich, if any, of the sources we have read reflectyour beliefs and feelings about the

Land of Israel, and how?
10. Do you thinkthere can be aJewish point of viewin which the Lrnd of Israel is not a

central element? In other words, can there be Jewish life/ existence without Eretz
Yisrael?
After studying the rejected versions of the Declaration, what do you think the author(s)
of thc final version rvantcd t() sav about thc.f crvish per>plc's past and future?
How would you word the opening of the Declararion of Independence?
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