In the Image of God D’?\SN DSB)

1) Genesis 1:26-27

And God said, “Let us make humanity in our image, after
our likeness. They shall have dominion over the fish of the
sea, the birds of the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and
all the creeping things that creep on earth.” And God
created humanity in God’s image, in the image of God,
God created them; male and female, God created them.!

Avot d’Rabbi Natan 1:15

Rabbi Elazar said, “May the honor of your fellow human
being be as dear to you as your own, be slow to anger,
and repent one day before your death.”

“May the honor of your fellow human being be as dear to
you as your own.” How does one do this? This teaches
that one should see the honor of one’s fellow human being
in the same way that one sees one’s own honor; just as no
one wants a bad reputation, so too should one not want to
give another person a bad reputation.
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+ What does it mean when we say that we are created in the image of God? What responsibilities does

this place on us?

+ Can you think of times in which you were not treated as a creation in the image of God? In which you

failed to treat another person as a creation

in the image of God? In which you failed to treat yourself as a creation in the image of God? How did

this experience make you feel?

* When during the current Israeli-Palestinian conflict have people on both sides failed to treat the other as a

creation b'tzelem Elohim? How have

these failures to treat the other as creations in God’s image contributed to the escalation of the conflict?

1. All Bible translations by the Jewish Publication Society. Some have been adapted for clarity and gender neutrality.



2) Ramban on Genesis 1:26

The statement of intent is unique to the creation of
humans because of their stature, for the nature of the
human is not like the nature of the animal and the beast
that God created previously. The correct meaning of the
expression ‘let us make” is that, as we already know,
creation ex nihilo took place on the first day only, and
after that, the creations came out of this foundation.
When God gave the water the power to bring forth living
creatures, we have the following statement about them:
“‘Let the water bring forth living things.” About the
animals, we have the statement: “Let the earth bring
forth animals.” About the human, the text says, “Let us
make.” This means, “l and the land already mentioned
will make humanity; the land will bring forth the body
from its foundations as it did for the animals and beasts,
as is evident in the statement, “And Adonai God created
humanity with dust from the earth.” Furthermore, | will
give humanity breath from the divine mouth, as it says
“And God blew into the human’s nostrils the breath of
life.” The text says “in our image, after our likeness”
because humanity resembles both of them. Its body is
like the earth, from which it was created; and its spirit is
like the divine. The repetition in the second verse, “In
the image of God, God created them” teaches of the
wonderous nature of humanity, which is more wonderous
than all other creations.
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* What are the implications of arguing that we contain both a physical, earthy side and a Godly side?
* How does this concept affect the way we see ourselves and others? How might this concept inform the

way in which we act toward the other?



3) Mishna Sanhedrin 4:5

For this reason, God created a single person: To teach
you that whoever destroys a single soul, it is as though
that person destroyed a complete world; and whoever
preserves a single soul, it is as though that person
preserved a complete world.2

[Adam was created alone] also for the sake of peace
among people, so that no one can say to another “My
father was greater than yours,” and so that one cannot
say that there are many rulers in heaven; also, to tell of
the greatness of God, for if a person makes many coins
from one mold, they all look alike, but God fashioned
every person in the stamp of the first, and yet not one of
them resembles another; therefore every single person
is obliged to say: “The world was created for my sake...”
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+ What does this mishnah tell us about the ways we should see ourselves and others?
+ What implications does this text have for the current conflict between Israelis and Palestinians? How, according to this text,

should we view the
suffering of the other? The death of the other?

This text is from the Rabbis for Human Rights
Yamim Noraim Rabbinic Resource Packet

2. Some versions have “a single soul of Israel.”



